
























Office  of  the  Wet’suwet’en  Remarks

The  Wet’suwet’en  Territorial  Stewardship  Plan  (WTSP)  is  a  comprehensive  tool  that  manages  
Wet’suwet’en  cultural  and  natural  resources  within  their  traditional  territory.    Specifically,  
it  allows  the  Wet’suwet’en  to  actively  participate  in  the  archaeological  and  cultural  heritage  
investigation  and  interpretation  that  occurs  upon  their  traditional  lands.    One  component  of  
the  WTSP  is  an  extensive  cultural  heritage  database  that  consists  of  current  government  and  
industry  information,  in  addition  to  unique  cultural  and  oral  Wet’suwet’en  information.    It  is  the  
authoritative  source  for  Wet’suwet’en  archaeological  and  cultural  information.    Therefore,  in  
order  to  make  informed  management  decisions,  this  source  must  be  considered.

Based  on  information  from  the  Wet’suwet’en  Cultural  Heritage  Database,  the  Office  of  the  
Wet’suwet’en  (OW)  have  the  following  management  recommendations:

1)  Consider  avoidance  of  all  identified  archaeological  sites  and  cultural  heritage  resources  
through  proposed  road  realignment,  establishment  of  wildlife  tree  patches,  or  machine  free  
zones

2)  If  site  avoidance  is  not  possible,  inform  the  Lands  and  Resources  Department  of  the  OW  
of  the  management  or  harvesting  strategies  of  these  sites

The  OW  conducts  archaeological  investigation  for  certain  licensees  and  ministries  on  
Wet’suwet’en  traditional  lands.    Therefore,  consultation  (regarding  the  specific  sites  mentioned  
in  this  report)  between  the  OW  and  those  licensees  and  ministries  mentioned  in  this  report  is  
inherent  in  the  process  of  creating  this  report.

The  OW  considers  all  cultural  heritage  resources  of  high  value,  regardless  of  their  

protection  status  under  the  Heritage  Conservation  Act  (HCA).  However,  not  all  sites  have  high  
significance.    Due  to  the  density  and  type  of  CMTs,  and  the  site  location  within  the  traditional  
territory  of  the  Wet’suwet’en,  ethnic  significance  is  estimated  to  be  moderate.

First  Nations  cultural  heritage  requires  sensitive  and  thoughtful  management.    The  Wet’suwet’en  
believe  that  ‘everything  is  connected  to  the  land’,  a  concept  referred  to  as  ‘yinta’.    The  
Wet’suwet’en  have  validated  their  oral  history  in  Delgamuukw  and  think  that  this  should  
facilitate  blanket  designation  of  their  trail  network  and  associated  camps  and  villages  as  pre-
1846  cultural  infrastructure.    Until  Wet’suwet’en  traditional  knowledge  is  included  in  relevant  
archaeological  predictive  models,  the  OW  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  management  of  their  cultural  
heritage  should  be  done  on  a  contextual  basis.    Therefore,  they  do  not  recognize  1846,  or  any  
date  for  that  matter,  as  a  critical  date  for  protection.
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